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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 
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Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Educational Outcome Goals/Course Overview 

 

According to National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies: 

(http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/introduction)  

―The aim of social studies is the promotion of civic competence—the knowledge, intellectual 

processes, and democratic dispositions required of students to be active and engaged participants 

in public life. Although civic competence is not the only responsibility of social studies nor is it 

exclusive to the field, it is more central to social studies than to any other subject area in 

schools.‖ (NCSSS)  

Civic competence requires the abilities to use knowledge about one’s community, nation, and 

world and to apply inquiry processes.  Educating students will create ―young people who are 

knowledgeable, skillful, and committed to democracy are necessary to sustaining and improving 

our democratic way of life, and participating as members of a global community.‖ (NCSSS)  

Integrating the Networks Social Studies textbooks from McGraw Hill Education into the 

curriculum will help educate students not only in civic competence but in the essential 

knowledge, skills, and values needed to examine how the social studies curriculum helps them to 

understand the world around them.  

 

 

  

http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/introduction
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Core Materials 

 

Main Text and Supplemental Materials  

 McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 1 

 Leveled Readers and Case Study Cards (McGraw Hill Publishers) 
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Pacing Guide 

Unit Anticipated Timeframe 

Unit 1: Location Affects Us 20 days 

Unit 2: Cultural Influences 20 days 

Unit 3: Learning Economics 20 days 

Unit 4: Rules Provide Order 20 days 
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Unit Plan Title 
Unit 1  

Location Affects Us  

Suggested Time Frame 20 days  

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

Unit 1, students will learn continue to learn how location affects how people live. Students will 

be able to identify and explain the major physical components of the world and how they are 

represented on a map and globe.  They will learn to interpret maps and globes using common 

terms and that Cultural diversity is defined by social, human and geographic similarities and 

differences. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:  

6.1.4.B.1-3 - Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial 

patterns and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

6.1.4.B.4 - Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties. 

6.1.4.B.6 - Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, 

economies, and cultures. 

6.1.4.B.7-8 - Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, 

place to place, and time to time. 

6.1.4.B.10 - Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have 

cultural differences. 

6.1.4.D.12 - The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables Americans with 

diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage. 

6.1.4.D.19-20 - People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they 

live, the experiences they have had, the perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual 

points of view. 

 

Common Core Standards:   

RI.3.4 - Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

RI.3.7 - Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text 

to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

RI.3.8 - Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 

comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

RI.3.9 - Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on 

the same topic. 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 Location affects how people live. 

 Why people move.  

Essential Questions: 

 

 Why is it important to know about 

where we live? 
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 Story that maps and globes tell.  

 

 What defines a region? 

 How are places unique and different? 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Examples of different groups of people have 

lived together and interacted with each other 

in the past) 

 Geographic distinctions and definitions of 

region 

 The specific similarities and differences of 

regions  

 The physical features that provide 

opportunities and challenges to a region  

 Specific examples of significant historical 

actors and events in (our) local community 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Locate geographical and human features of 

Freehold Borough community, New Jersey 

state, neighboring states and the world  

 Identify and defend the significant 

contributions of people and events that 

have led to changes in Freehold Borough 

community or region  

 Identify the factors that make a region 

unique including cultural diversity, 

industry and agriculture, and land forms  

 Characterize regions using different types 

of features such as physical, political, 

cultural, urban and rural  

 Read and identify and interpret information 

from geographic tools and formulate 

geographic questions 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 
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make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

  CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Other standards covered: 

Reading Skills: main idea, alike and different, journal writing, Math: map skills and graphs, Art: 

maps 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

Secondary Source 

Readings 
TBD 

Supporting Text pages 2-53 

Teacher Resources 

Texts: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

 

Supplemental Workbooks:  

Leveled Readers and Case Study Cards (McGraw Hill Publishers) 

 

Websites: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies (connected.mcgraw-hill.com) 

Printable maps:  https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/ 

Interactive map quiz:  http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/World_Continents.htm 

Videos and interactive games (all grades):  http://www.factmonster.com/ 

Reading Passages: ReadWorks.org 

Lesson Plans; links to interactive websites: http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-

maps.html 

 

Worksheets: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

Videos: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 
Other Evidence: 

 

https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/World_Continents.htm
http://www.factmonster.com/
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
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Student Portfolio:  

 Big Idea Project 

 Vocabulary 

 Document Based Questions 

 Self-Check Quizzes 

 Worksheets 

 

 

 Summarized learning 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets 

from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary 

Cards 

 Writing Tasks 

 Poster Projects 

 Online assessment (McGraw Hill) 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Research Our World using maps, globes, and other technologies. 

Have students create an accurate world map that includes:  

 All the continents and ocean  

 Create Layers for map that label:   

 Major mountains and rivers  

 Equator and prime meridian and fold on those lines.  

 Labeled Time zones, and isthmus/canals;  

 Labeled hemispheres and the north and south poles.  

 Include: Cardinal directions, Map scales and Legends, Titles: 

North Pole and South Pole, and Longitude and latitude for 

major cities in the world 

 Write a letter to two different friends, telling where to meet you and 

include a map, one with absolute directions, and the other relative 

locations. 

 Discuss how people’s wants or needs can change an environment. 

Have students make a newspaper article, or a flyer to encourage 

students to clean up America. How could students show that people 

can work together to make a cleaner neighborhood and have an 

effect on their environment? 

 Compare and contrast New Jersey state with another one using 

observations made from National Geographic's Mapmaker 

http://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/#/. Students will look at 

New Jersey’s maps as the teacher creates them for the class, and 

they will make their own maps of another state of their choice. 

They will list their observations of the two states' maps then write 

paragraphs comparing and contrasting what they've seen. 

 Compare New Jersey with another state 

 Summarized learning in notebooks after each activity 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary Cards 
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Vocabulary: absolute location, borders, boundary, cardinal directions, 

compass rose, continent, country, deposition, elevation, environment, 

equator, geography, global, hemisphere, isthmus, lakes, landforms, latitude, 

legend (map key), longitude, mountain, north pole, oceans, peninsula, 

physical map, primary sources relative location secondary sources, region, 

rivers, rural, south pole strait, time zones urban, vegetation, elevation, 

distortion, tundra, arable land, arid, climate 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

Small strategy groups to support students, modifications according to IEP, 

questions embedded into Read-aloud are multi-leveled, scaffolded writing 

using graphic organizers, leveled reading books, adjusted paces 

 

English Language Learners: Same as above but also allow students to 

write key words in their language on pages as a reminder of topic when 

they go back to review pages. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Partner mentor, 21st Century homework 

help, home communication, choice boards 

 

Gifted Students: Enrichment clusters, group investigation, research, 

higher level supplemental texts 

 

Chunking Essential Questions 

 Locate your homeland on a map? What are the physical 

characteristics of your community’s map? 

 Describe, in geographical terms, the climate of your country?   

 What changes have occurred in (our/your) physical location in your 

lifetime? 

 How do maps and gloves reflect history, politics, and economics?  

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
Unit 2  

Cultural Influences  

Suggested Time Frame 20 days 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

Unit 2, students will learn that culture influences the way people live in North America. Students 

will acquire knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of 

people, cultures, and environment helped shape America.  Students will also learn communities 

are typically comprised of multiple cultural groups as they compare communities. Such 

knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 

and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:  

6.1.4.B.1 - Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and 

determine how the information may be useful. 

6.1.4.A.7 - Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe 

the roles of elected representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and national 

levels. 

6.1.4.D.11 - Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and explain 

the reasons for changes. 

 

Common Core Standards:  

RI.3.2 - Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea. 

RI.3.4 - Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 Migration brings in diverse voices, and 

perspectives, which contribute to a 

thriving cultural community. 

 Communities are comprised of multiple 

cultural groups.  

 

Essential Questions: 

 

 How does environment affect culture?  

 How does diversity influence culture?  

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Who makes up our community.  

 Cultural conditions that led to the 

formation of our community.  

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Determine the main idea of text and 

details to support the main idea. 

 Determine the meaning of general 
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 Spanish, English, and French 

influences on the culture of the United 

States. 

 What and how cultures today add to 

and influence American diversity. 

 

 

academic and domain-specific words in 

context of content. 

 Identify difference between primary 

and secondary sources. 

 Identify ―what is culture?‖  

 Analyze past and current cultural 

influences. 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy   CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers   CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ETA CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Other standards covered: 

Reading Skills: main idea, alike and different, journal writing, Math: map skills and money, Art: 
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maps 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
McGraw Hill Networks Social Studies Textbook 

Secondary Source 

Readings 
TBD 

Supporting Text pages 54-101 

Teacher Resources 

 

Texts: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

 

Supplemental Workbooks:  

Leveled Readers and Case Study Cards (McGraw Hill Publishers) 

 

Websites: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies (connected.mcgraw-hill.com) 

Printable maps:  https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/ 

Videos and interactive games (all grades):  http://www.factmonster.com/ 

Reading Passages: ReadWorks.org 

Lesson Plans; links to interactive websites: http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-

maps.html 

 

Worksheets: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

Videos: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

Student Portfolio:  

 Big Idea Project 

 Vocabulary 

 Document Based Questions 

 Self-Check Quizzes 

 Worksheets 

 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Summarized learning 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets 

from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary 

Cards 

 Writing Tasks 

 Poster Projects 

 Online assessment (McGraw Hill) 

 

 

https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/
http://www.factmonster.com/
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Use technology to research other cultures.  

 Class picture board of students and their family’s celebrated 

traditions. 

 Write a letter to someone: Comparing people, places, events, and 

developments in communities within the United States.  

OR 

 Write a letter to someone: Describing how individuals contributed 

to the expansion or creation of local community. 

 Summarized learning in notebooks after each activity 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary Cards 

 

Vocabulary: culture, migration historical sources (artifacts, pictures and 

documents); primary and secondary sources,  geographic tools; Forms of 

exchange; Government; Chronological 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

Small strategy groups to support students, modifications according to IEP, 

questions embedded into Read-aloud are multi-leveled, scaffolded writing 

using graphic organizers, leveled reading books, adjusted paces 

 

English Language Learners: Same as above but also allow students to 

write key words in their language on pages as a reminder of topic when 

they go back to review pages. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Partner mentor, 21st Century homework 

help, home communication, choice boards 

 

Gifted Students: Enrichment clusters, group investigation, research, 

higher level supplemental texts 

 

Chunking Essential Questions:  

 Why should we be interested in/study other cultures?  

 Do the arts reflect or shape culture?  

 Who am I to my culture and to my adopted American culture?  

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
Unit 3 

Learning Economics 

Suggested Time Frame 20 days 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

Unit 3, students learn about economics and how economics affects people’s choices. Students 

will compare the idea of economics to choices and the difference between need and want in those 

choices.  Students will use artifacts and advertisements during the unit to help connect classroom 

lessons to real life choices, including where goods are purchased (stores or online). Students will 

be introduced to the idea of savings and how/why people save for what they need and want.  

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:  

6.1.4.C.12 - Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent 

figures who lived New Jersey. 

6.1.4.C.16-17 - Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to 

6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and 

inventions in many cultures during different historical periods. 11 information, and the creation 

of new products. 

 

Common Core Standards:   

RI.3.5 - Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.9 - Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts 

on the same topic. 

Enduring Understandings: 

 How much should something cost and 

who decides?  

 Sources of income provide 

opportunities for making decisions 

about spending money in ways that 

positively impact the community. 

 What impact does scarcity have on the 

production, distribution, and 

consumption of goods and services?  

 Personal financial decisions about local 

monetary transactions can contribute to 

the health/growth of a community. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How do people interact?  

 Why are resources important?  

 How does scarcity affect trade?  

 Why is money important?  

 How economics affects trade?   
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Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 Multiple perspectives around the same 

event by comparing choices. 

 Research natural, human, and capital 

resources.  

 Changing technology affects economics.  

 How scarcity and trade is affected by 

people and geography. 

 How do you decide between whether to 

purchase based on wants or needs?  

 Comparing economic systems with other 

countries.  

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 How does the use of primary sources 

determine fact from fiction and analyze 

perspectives?  

 Use text features and search tools to 

locate information relevant to a given 

topic efficiently. 

 Compare and contrast the most 

important points and key details 

presented in two texts on the same 

topic. 

 

 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  E CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

X Income and Careers  ETA CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

X Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  ET CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

X Planning, Saving, and Investing   CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  ETA CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility   CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting   CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 E CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

 Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 

paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  ETA CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 
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 Career Preparation  ET CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Other standards covered: 

Reading Skills: main idea, alike and different, journal writing, Math: map skills and money, Art: 

advertisement and create currency, Technology: maps and trade  

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

Secondary Source 

Readings 
TBD 

Supporting Text pages 102-139 

Teacher Resources 

 

Texts: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

 

Supplemental Workbooks:  

Leveled Readers and Case Study Cards (McGraw Hill Publishers) 

 

Websites: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies (connected.mcgraw-hill.com)  

Printable maps:  https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/ 

Videos and interactive games (all grades):  http://www.factmonster.com/ 

Reading Passages: ReadWorks.org 

Lesson Plans; links to interactive websites: http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-

maps.html 

https://kids.usa.gov/money/index.shtml 

http://www.moneyfactory.gov/ 

http://www.mymoney.gov/Pages/for-youth.aspx 

 

Worksheets: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

Videos: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

Student Portfolio:  

 Big Idea Project 

 Vocabulary 

 Document Based Questions 

Other Evidence: 

 

 Summarized learning 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets 

from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary 

https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/
http://www.factmonster.com/
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
https://kids.usa.gov/money/index.shtml
http://www.moneyfactory.gov/
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 Self-Check Quizzes 

 Worksheets 

 

Technology Group Project:  

 Advertisement/Online Poster 

 

Cards 

 Writing Tasks 

 Poster Projects 

 Online assessment (McGraw Hill) 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Poster describing: Examples of economic problems and how they 

can be solved. OR Ways you impact our community with your 

spending. OR Sources of income/career choices?   

 Technology group project: Advertisement/Online Poster 

 Summarized learning in notebooks after each activity  

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary Cards 

 

 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

Small strategy groups to support students, modifications according to IEP, 

questions embedded into Read-aloud are multi-leveled, scaffolded writing 

using graphic organizers, leveled reading books, adjusted paces 

 

English Language Learners: Same as above but also allow students to 

write key words in their language on pages as a reminder of topic when 

they go back to review pages. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Partner mentor, 21st Century homework 

help, home communication, choice boards 

 

Gifted Students: Enrichment clusters, group investigation, research, 

higher level supplemental texts 

 

Chunking Essential Questions:  

 What are examples of economic problems that we can solve as 

responsible members in (our) community? 

 What are your sources of income?  

 What are ways you impact (our) community with our spending? 

 What is an example of one of your short-term financial goals?  

 What are the costs and benefits related to this goal? 
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 What are some examples of local spending that could benefit our 

community? 

 What goods and services should government provide? Who should 

pay for them? Who should benefit from them? Who should decide?  

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 
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Unit Plan Title 
Unit 4 

Rules Provide Order  

Suggested Time Frame 20 days 

 

Overview / Rationale 

 

Unit 4, students will think about the rules people must follow each day and compare to situations 

or places that do not have rules.  Students will also acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how government interacts with people, and why government is needed. 

Students will understand the foundation of local, state, and federal government. Such knowledge 

and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 

democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

Established Goals: 

Standards to be covered… 

 

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards:  

6.1.4.A.1 - Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare 

of society. 

6.1.4.A.2 - The United States Constitution and Bill of Rights guarantee certain fundamental 

rights for citizens. 

6.1.4.A.3 - American constitutional government is based on principles of limited government, 

shared authority, fairness, and equality. 

6.1.4.A.4-5 - There are different branches within the United States government, each with its 

own structure, leaders, and processes, and each designed to address specific issues and concerns. 

6.1.4.A.6-8 - In a representative democracy, individuals elect representatives to act on the behalf 

of the people. 

6.1.4.A.9-10 - The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events 

promotes an understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of 

fundamental rights. 

6.1.4.C.1 - People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources. 

 

Common Core Standards:   

RI.3.5 - Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 

information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.6 - Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 

RI.3.7 - Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 

text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 

occur). 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 What services so the local, state, and 

federal government provide? 

 How people influence government 

Essential Questions: 

 Why is government important?  

 How are people governed?  

 How do people affect communities?  
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policies.  

 

 

 

Knowledge: 

Students will know… 

 How the federal government follows rules 

set forth by the Constitution. 

 The services that our local government 

provides to our community  

 How community influences government 

take to solve problems.  

 Characteristics of a good citizen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills: 

Students will be able to… 

 Describe the relationship between a series 

of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures 

in a text. 

 Identify and explain services provided by 

government. 

 Understand the three branch structure of 

the United States government. 

 Identify the roles and rules which apply to 

each branch of government within the 

checks and balance system. 

 Analyze how to make differences in the 

community. 

 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century Life and Careers skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Career Ready Practices 

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy  ETA CRP1.    Act as a responsible and 

contributing citizen and employee. 

 Income and Careers  E CRP2.    Apply appropriate academic 

and technical skills. 

 Money Management   CRP3.    Attend to personal health 

and financial well-being. 

 Credit and Debt Management  E CRP4.    Communicate clearly and 

effectively and with reason. 

 Planning, Saving, and Investing  ETA CRP5.    Consider the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of 

decisions. 

 Becoming a Critical Consumer  E CRP6.    Demonstrate creativity and 

innovation. 

 Civic Financial Responsibility  E CRP7.    Employ valid and reliable 

research strategies. 

 Insuring and Protecting  ET CRP8.    Utilize critical thinking to 

make sense of problems and 

persevere in solving them. 

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and 

Preparation 

 ET CRP9.    Model integrity, ethical 

leadership and effective management. 

X Career Awareness   CRP10.  Plan education and career 
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paths aligned to personal goals. 

 Career Exploration  E CRP11.  Use technology to enhance 

productivity. 

 Career Preparation  E CRP12.  Work productively in teams 

while using cultural global 

competence. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Other standards covered: 

Reading Skills: main idea, alike and different, journal writing, Math: map skills and money, Art: 

maps 

 

 

Student Resources 

Primary Source  

Readings 
McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

Secondary Source 

Readings 
TBD 

Supporting Text pages 140-175 

Teacher Resources 

 

Texts: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies, Grade 3 

 

Supplemental Workbooks:  

Leveled Readers and Case Study Cards (McGraw Hill Publishers) 

John Muir: Father of Our National Parks and A Big Day for the Earth leveled readers (part of 

textbook kit) 

 

Websites: McGraw Hill: Networks Social Studies (connected.mcgraw-hill.com) 

Printable maps:  https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/ 

Videos and interactive games (all grades):  http://www.factmonster.com/ 

Reading Passages: ReadWorks.org 

Lesson Plans; links to interactive websites: http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-

maps.html 

We Civics Kids: http://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/we-the-civics-kids/ 

Civics Plans and Activities: icivics.org 

 

Worksheets: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

Videos: included in M.H. Networks program 

 

 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

Performance Task(s): 

 

Student Portfolio:  

Other Evidence: 

 

 Summarized learning 

https://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/
http://www.factmonster.com/
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/teaching-with-maps.html
http://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/we-the-civics-kids/
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 Big Idea Project 

 Vocabulary 

 Document Based Questions 

 Self-Check Quizzes 

 Worksheets 

 

Technology Group Project:  

 Community: How can we help?  

 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets 

from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary 

Cards 

 Writing Tasks 

 Poster Projects 

 Online assessment (McGraw Hill) 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Instructional 

Strategies 
Descriptions 

Suggested 

Learning 

Activities 

 Poster describing: Difference between local/state/federal 

government’s responsibilities.   

 Technology group project: Research how to help in community 

 Summarized learning in notebooks after each activity 

 Interactive and Connected Worksheets from McGraw Hill 

 Make Picture Dictionary/Vocabulary Cards 

 

Vocabulary: government, president, constitution, mayor, citizen, civility, 

volunteer, cooperation 

Modifications Special Education Students: (These are just suggested ideas to modify 

instruction.  All modifications and accommodations should be specific to 

each individual child’s IEP) 

Small strategy groups to support students, modifications according to IEP, 

questions embedded into Read-aloud are multi-leveled, scaffolded writing 

using graphic organizers, leveled reading books, adjusted paces 

 

English Language Learners: Same as above but also allow students to 

write key words in their language on pages as a reminder of topic when 

they go back to review pages. 

 

Students at Risk of Failure: Partner mentor, 21st Century homework 

help, home communication, choice boards 

 

Gifted Students: Enrichment clusters, group investigation, research, 

higher level supplemental texts 

 

Chunking Essential Questions:  

 How are governments created, structured, maintained, and 

changed?  

 What are the roles and responsibilities of government?  

 How do the structures and functions of government interrelate?  
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 What would happen if we had no government? 

 What are the roles and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy?  

 Examples of actions of good citizens.  

 Can an individual make a difference?  

 How do citizens influence government policy as individuals and as 

community?    

 What is power and how can it be put to good uses (or bad uses)?  

 

D indicates differentiation at the lesson level 

 

 


